Hegemony and Power in China\u27s Strategic Behavior: An Offensive Realist Approach by 野口 和彦




? ? ? ?†
Hegemony and Power in China?s Strategic Behavior: 
An Offensive Realist Approach
Kazuhiko Noguchi
This paper analyzes China?s security policy and behavior by employing offensive realist theory. I de-
duce two hypotheses from this theory. First, the rising power along with hegemonic ambition is likely to 
increase its military spending at the expense of economic welfare. Second, the rising power attempts to 
expel other stronger powers from the region and expand its influence as widely as possible. The evidence 
of China?s strategic behavior in the Post-Cold War era confirms these hypotheses. The growth rate of 
China?s military budget has been higher than that of GDP for most of the period following the end of the 
Cold War. China also built and strengthened its maritime military power in order to deny the deploy-
ment of the U.S. navy in the Western Pacific. China?s expansionist behavior has been more apparent in 
the South China Sea: It has been constructing military facilities in the Spratly Islands and the Paracel Is-
lands. The regional hegemonic ambition of China has become so strong that Japan, the U.S., India and 
other Asia-Pacific nations should cooperate with each other as a mean of containing China?s expansion 















 1 Kazuhiko Noguchi, ?Bringing Realism Back In: Explaining China?s Strategic Behavior in the Asia-Pacific,? Asia-Pacific Re-
view, Vol. 18, No. 2?November 2011?, pp. 60?85.
??????????No. 30 ?January 2018
?     ?



































 3 Charles L. Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics: The Logic of Competition and Cooperation?Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 2010?, p. 14.
 4 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics, updated edition?New York: W. W. Norton, 2014?. pp. 29?54.
 5 Noguchi, ?Bringing Realism Back In,? p. 62.

































 8 Alexander L. George and Andrew Bennett, Case Studies and Theory Development in Social Science?Cambridge: The MIT Press, 
2005?, pp. 181?183. ????????????????????????????????????????2013??202?204??
 9 ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????Stephen Van Evera, Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science?Ithaca: Cor-
nell University Press, 1997?, pp. 31, 76. ??????????????????????????????2009??31, 77??
?     ?



























??? Office of the Secretary of Defense, Military and Security Developments Involving the People?s Republic of China 2017, 2017 
May 15, p. 66.


























12 Aaron L. Friedberg, A Contest for Supremacy: China, America, and the Struggle for Mastery in Asia?New York: W.W. Norton, 
2011?, pp. 150?151.
13 Noguchi, ?Bringing Realism Back In,? pp. 69?72.
14 ???????J??????????????????????????????????????????????
2016??267?269??
15 ????????????????????267?269??2020???? 10???????????????? 3?????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????2012??58??
16 Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, p. 392.
17 Colin Elman, ?Extending Offensive Realism: The Louisiana Purchase and America?s Rise to Regional Hegemony,? American 






?     ?


























19 Friedberg, Contest for Supremacy, p. 182.
20 ??????????????????????????????????Stephen Biddle and Ivan Oelrich, ?Future War-
fare in the Western Pacific: Chinese Antiaccess/Area Denial, U.S. AirSea Battle, and Command of the Commons in East 
Asia,? International Security, Vol. 41, No. 1?Summer 2016?, pp. 7?48.
21 Office of the Secretary of Defense, Military and Security Developments Involving the People?s Republic of China 2017, 2017 May 
15, pp. 49?55.
22 ??? 28????????53, 56??
23 ?????????????2017? 4? 13??http://www.asahi.com/articles/ASK4F535GK4FUTIL01X.html?2017? 7?
27??????




26 ???????????Yasuhiro Izumikawa, ?To Coerce or Reward? Theorizing Wedge Strategies in Alliance Politics,? Secu-
rity Studies, Vol. 22, No. 3 ?August 2013?, pp. 498?531; Timothy W. Crawford, ?Preventing Enemy Coalition: How Wedge 
Strategies Shape Power Politics,? International Security, Vol. 35, No. 4 ?Spring 2011?, pp. 155?189.
27 Friedberg, A Contest for Supremacy, pp. 182?214.
?     ?41
?????????????????????
? 1.?? 1????? 2???28
???? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????U.S. Department of Defense, Annual Report to 
Congress: Military and Security Developments lovolving the People?s Republic of China 2011 ?Washington, DC: Department of 















29 ????????????????????????Freedom of Navigation???FON?????????????????
????2016? 11??64?85??
30 ??????????????????????????????????2015? 11????????????????
????????????????????2015? 11? 24??http://www.nikkei.com/article/DGXLASGM24H7J_U5A121 
C1FF2000/??2017? 8? 7???????
31 ?????????????2015? 11? 10??
?     ?


















32 ?????????????????Freedom of Navigation????64?85??
33 ?????????????2015? 7? 7??
34 Ely Ratner, ?Course Correction: How to Stop China?s Maritime Advance,? Foreign Affairs, Vol. 96, No. 4?July/August 2017?, 
pp. 65?68.
35 ???????????????2016? 7? 13???????????????
? 2.????????????
??? ??????????????2016? 7? 12? http://www.nikkei.com/article/DGXLASGM12H6C_S6A710C1MM8000/
?2017? 7? 14??????




















36 Shirley A. Kan, et al., ?China?U.S. Aircraft Collision Incident of April 2001: Assessment and Policy Implications,? CRS Report 
for Congress?October 10, 2001?.
37 Raul Pedrozo, ?Close Encounters at Sea: The USNS Impeccable Incident,? Naval War College Review, Vol. 62, No. 3?Summer 
2009?, pp. 100?111.
38 Carl Thayer, ?USS Cowpens Incident Reveals Strategic Mistrust between U.S. and China,? The Diplomat, December 17, 2013.
39 ????????????2017? 7? 25??2017? 7? 25???????
? 3.????????????????
????????? 28????????57?
?     ?

























???Alastair Iain Johnston????????????David Kang????????????????
???????45?????????????????Huiyun Feng????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????46?????
40 Kevin Sheives, ?China Turns West: Beijing?s Contemporary Strategy Towards Central Asia,? Pacific Affairs, Vol. 79, No. 2
?Summer 2006?, pp. 219?222.
41 ????????????????????158??
42 Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, pp. 360?411.
43 Xiaoting Li, ?Applying Offensive Realism to the Rise of China: Structural Incentives and Chinese Diplomacy toward the 
Neighboring States,? International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, Vol. 16, No. 2 ?2016?, pp. 241?271.
44 Tang Shiping, ?From Offensive Realism to Defensive Realism: A Social Evolutionary Interpretation of China?s Security Poli-
cy,? in Robert S. Ross and Zhe Feng, eds., China?s Ascent: Power, Security, and the Future of International Politics ?Ithaca: Cor-
nell University Press, 2008?, pp. 141?162; Zheng Bijian, ?China?s ?Peaceful Rise? to Greta Power Status,? Foreign Affairs, Vol. 
84, No. 5 ?September/October 2005?, pp. 18?24.
45 Alastair Iain Johnston, ?Is China a Status Quo Power,? International Security, Vol. 27, No. 4 ?Spring 2003?, pp. 49?56; David C. 
Kang, China Rising: Peace, Power, and Order in East Asia?New York: Columbia University Press, 2007?. Avery Goldstein, Rising 
to the Challenge: China?s Grand Strategy and International Security?Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005?, pp. 81?101????
46 Huiyun Feng, Chinese Strategic Culture and Foreign Policy Decisionmaking ?London: Routledge, 2007?, pp. 17?35.






























48 Ratner, ?Course Correction,? pp. 67?68,
49 ????????????2016? 8? 2??http://mainichi.jp/articles/20160802/k00/00e/010/178000c?2017? 7? 31??
?????
50 ????????????????????143?148, 152???????????????????????????????
???????????????Join Chiefs of Staff, The National Military Strategy of the United States of America 2015, June 
2015, p. 2.
51 ???????????????????2017? 3? 15??http://www.newsweekjapan.jp/headlines/world/2017/03/ 
188401.php?2017? 7? 31???????
52 ????????????2017? 7? 25??http://www.sankei.com/world/news/170725/wor1707250025-n1.html?2017?
7? 31???
53 Ratner, ?Course Correction,? pp. 71?72.
54 ?????????????????????????????http://www.china-embassy.or.jp/jpn/zt/www12/t187198.htm
?2017? 8? 7???????
?     ?



























56 M. Taylor Fravel, Strong Borders, Secure Nation: Cooperation and Conflict in China?s Territorial Disputes?Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 2008?.
57 ?????????????????2008??151??
58 ???????????????Yuan-kang Wang, Harmony and War: Confucian Culture and Chinese Power Politics?New 








??????????????assertive?????Friedberg, Contest for Supremacy, p. xvi; Ratner, ?Course Correction,? p. 
65; Michael Yahuda, ?China?s New Assertiveness in South China Sea,? Journal of Contemporary China, Vol. 22, No. 81?2013?, 
pp. 446?459. ??????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????2013??27?33??








































?     ?







65 Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics ?Mass: Addison-Wesley, 1979?.
66 ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, ?The Case for Offshore Balancing: A Superior 
Grand Strategy,? Foreign Affairs, Vol. 95, No. 4?July/August 2016?, pp. 76?83. ?????????????????????
????1940???????????????????????2011??
67 ??????? NATO????GDP? 2????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??2017? 8? 15??22??32?33??
